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AMPLIFYING EXPRESSED SEQUENCES FROM GENOMIC DNA 
OF HIGHER-ORDER EUKARYOTIC ORGANISMS FOR DNA ARRAYS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] The present invention relates to a method and devices that embody the method 
for in vitro amplification of expressed sequences directly from genomic DNA (gDNA) 
of all mammalian and/or higher-order plant species for DNA array fabrication. The 
method can be used to selectively amplify nucleic acid sequences, which contain 
sequence variations such as point mutations, deletions and insertions. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] High-density arrays (HDAs) of cDNA or oligonucleotide have been powerful 
tools for profiling gene expression of particular cell or tissue types. Researchers have 
employed HDAs in their studies to uncover relationships between known genes, as well 
as, to reveal the function of previously uncharacterized genes. In current HDAs, the 
expressed genetic sequences, which are printed on the solid surfaces that form the 
arrays, typically come in two basic forms, selected from either 1) DNA fragments 
amplified from cDNA clones or genomic DNA of single cell organisms, or 2) synthetic 
oligonuc leotides . 

[0003] The current technology, while useful, has many associated problems, in 
particular regarding the amplification of cDNA fragments from cDNA clones. First is 
the issue of availability. Good cDNA samples are more cumbersome to procure. In 
cDNA samples procured commercially, about 30 percent of the clones contain 
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inaccurate or wrong identities, which makes them not useful and difficult, if not 
impossible, to amplify by polymerase chain reaction (PCR). Hence, one is forced to 
order multiple clones for a single gene. This is not cost effective and can lead to 
experimental errors. Further, many genetic clones are not available commercially. It is 
estimated that expressed-sequence tag (EST) clones represent less than about 80% 
mammalian genes. Second, the entire sequence for clones having inserts that are longer 
than about 500 base pairs (bp) in size is often unknown. It is likely that some chimeric 
and/or large-intron-containing fragments may be introduced into these sequences. This 
is problematic, since one segment may contain sequences from two different genes, 
which could result in misleading data and lead to wrong interpretations. The resulting 
difference in size between individual cDNA fragments could be over 5-fold. This 
amount of deviation can produce unacceptable degrees of variation in the experimental 
data. Third, a high level of background signal can result since all EST sequences 
contain poly-adenine (poly- A), which can bring about increased levels of false 
hybridization and is detrimental for detection. 

[0004] An alternative approach to amplified cDNA fragments uses reverse 
transcription (RT) products of messenger RNA (mRNA) as templates for polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR), i.e., RT-PCR. The problem with this approach, however, is that 
only about 10% to 20% of genes are expressed in a given cell or tissue type. To 
amplify cDNA fragments for all genes, a comprehensive collection of mRNAs from 
various cells or tissues and different stages of development is a must. This kind of 
comprehensive collection is very difficulty to obtain given current technology. In 
addition, this approach is severely limited in its potential to study unclonable 
sequences. Hence, a need exists for a new method that can amplify all kinds of gene 
sequences, both known and hypothetical. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0005] The present invention addresses the need for a simpler, yet more efficient 
method of amplifying gene sequences in mammalian and/or higher-order plant species. 
The method provides a means for large-scale production of genomic DNA (gDNA) 
sequences. The method comprises several steps. First, a 3'UTR of a gDNA sequence 
based on the presence of a stop codon and a polyadenylation signal in the gDNA 
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sequence corresponding to an expressed mRNA sequence is identified/ Alternatively, a 
"hypothetical" whole or partial exon from a gene defined by computer software can 
also be used. A predetermined gDNA sequence within the 3'UTR is then selected, 
preferably using computer software. The predetermined gDNA sequence has an overall 
homology of less than or equal to about 40% to any other genomic sequence in the 
same genome. A probe for the predetermined gDNA sequence is designed. Next, a 
first polymerase chain reaction (PCR) of the 3'UTR on gDNA to generate PCR-product 
is performed, followed by segregating the resultant PCR-product by a size-separation 
process selected from the group consisting of electrophoresis and chromatography. The 
predetermined gDNA sequence within the 3'UTR has a length of about 200 to about 
600 nucleotide bases. A predetermined band from the size-differentiated samples is 
chosen, and a second polymerase chain reaction is performed to amplify the sample. 
The method can generate large quantities of gDNA probes, which enables greater 
efficiency for printing in microarray formats. 

[0006] The present invention also includes a biological array. The biological array 
comprises a substrate and deposited on the substrate a set of amplified gDNA fragment 
sequences generated according to the method above. Each amplified sequence is 
derived from the sequence of at least one exon, or a partial exon, and contains no 
polyadenosine nor requires a vector sequence. 

[0007] Additional features and advantages of the present invention will be disclosed in 
the detail description that follows. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0008] FIGURE 1 is a schematic that illustrates the 3'UTR of a gene defined by the 
presence of a translational stop codon and polyadenylation (polyA) signal, as well as its 
relative location on the human genome. The boxes, on the left, represent exons. The 
longer open box, on the right, represents the last exon containing the 3'UTR. GSP 
stands for gene specific primer. 

[0009] FIGURE 2 is a flowchart to demonstrate how to define a unique sequence 
within the 3'UTR of a gene and design a pair of primers for PCR amplification 
of the sequence directly from genomic DNA. 
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[0010] FIGURE 3 is a schematic representation of a flowchart for PGR amplifications. 
The basic steps are listed along the center. The schematic at left shows the strategy 
using T7/T3 primers for the second PCR, while the schematic at right shows the 
strategy using gene specific primers (GSP) for both rounds of PCR. 
[0011] FIGURE 4 shows size distribution of the 3'UTR for 117 genes. Genes are 
classified along the X-axis into three groups based on the size of their 3'UTR: 1) < 200 
bp, 2) between 200 to 400 bp, 3) > 400 bp. The number within each bar represents the 
number of genes within each group (Y-axis). 

[0012] FIGURE 5 A is an image of an agarose gel of the PCR products from the first 
round for 12 genes. The number of each sample is indicated along the top, and flanked 
on each side by a molecular weight marker graded in increments of 100 bp (ladder). 
The 600 bp band is indicated by a line with an arrow head. 

[0013] FIGURE 5B is another image of an agarose gel of the PCR products from the 
second round for 24 genes. The number of each sample is indicated along the top. The 
molecular weight marker in increments of 100 bp (ladder) is shown at right. A line 
with an arrowhead indicates the 600-bp band. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
Definitions 

[0014] The term "alternatively spliced messages," as used in the context of the present 
invention, refers to mature mRNAs originating from a single gene with variations in the 
number and/or identity of exons, introns, and/or intron-exon junctions. 
[0015] The term "biosite" as used herein means a discrete area, spot or site on the 
active surface of an array, or base material, comprising at least one kind of immobilized 
biological material for use as a probe or other functionality. 

[0016] The term "chimeric," as used in the context of the present invention, describes 
genes or constructs wherein at least two of the elements of the gene or construct - such 
as a sequence from one gene linked or physically connected with a sequence from 
another gene - are heterologous to each other. 

[0017] The term "gene," as used in the context of the present invention, encompasses 
all regulatory and coding sequences contiguously associated with a single hereditary 
unit with a genetic function. Genes comprise exons (coding sequences) that may be 
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interrupted by introns (non-coding sequences). Genes can include non-coding 
sequences that modulate the genetic function, which includes, but is not limited to, 
those that specify polyadenylation, transcription regulation, DNA conformation, 
chromatin conformation, extent and position of base methylation and binding sites of 
proteins that control all of these. A gene's genetic function may require only RNA 
expression or protein production, or may only require binding of proteins and/or 
nucleic acids without associated expression. 

[0018] The term "gene family," as used in the context of the present invention, refers 
to a group of functionally related genes, each of which encodes a separate protein. 
[0019] The term "heterologous sequence," as used herein, refers to genetic sequences 
that are not operatively linked, or in nature are not contiguous to each other. 
[0020] The term "homologous gene" or "homologous sequence," as used herein, refers 
to a gene that shares sequence similarity with the gene of interest. This similarity may 
be only a fragment of the sequence and often represents a functional domain, such as a 
DNA binding domain, a domain with tyrosine kinase activity, or the like. The 
functional activities of homologous genes are not necessarily the same. 
[0021] The term "public sequence," as used herein, refers to any sequence that has 
been deposited in a publicly accessible database. This term encompasses both amino 
acid and nucleotide sequences. Such sequences are publicly accessible on the websites 
of the National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI), for example in the 
UniGene database (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/UniGene ). The UniGene database 
uses accession numbers assigned by NCBI as a unique identifier for each sequence in 
the databases, thereby providing a non-redundant database for sequences from various 
databases, including GenBank, EMBL, DBBJ (DNA Database of Japan), PDB 
(Brookhaven Protein Data Bank) and other like databases. The Basic Local Alignment 
Search Tool (BLAST) database (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/BLAST ) is used for 
searching. 

[0022] The term "regulatory sequence," as used herein, refers to any nucleotide 
sequence that influences transcription or translation of initiation and rate, and stability 
and/or mobility of the transcript or polypeptide product. Regulatory sequences include, 
but are not limited to, promoters, promoter control elements, protein binding sequences, 
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5' and 3' UTRs, transcription start site, termination sequence, certain sequences within 
a coding sequence, polyadenylation sequence, introns, etc. 

[0023] The term "related sequences," as used herein, refers to a nucleotide sequence 
that exhibits some degree of sequence similarity with another sequence. 
[0024] The term "sequence tagged site" (STS), as used herein, refers to a short DNA 
sequence that has a single occurrence in the human genome and whose location and 
base sequence is known. Detectable by polymerase chain reaction (PCR), STSs are 
useful for localizing and orienting the mapping and sequence data that are reported 
from many different laboratories and serve as landmarks on the developing a physical 
map of the human genome. Many STSs are derived from bacterial artificial 
chromosome (BAC) and/or PI (bacterial phage) artificial chromosome (PAC) end 
sequences. Expressed sequence tags (ESTs) are STSs derived from cDNAs. 
[0025] The term "untranslated region" (UTR) is a contiguous series of nucleotide 
bases that is transcribed, but not translated during synthesis of a peptide or protein. 
These untranslated regions may be associated with particular functions such as 
increasing mRNA message stability. Examples of UTRs include, but are not limited to 
polyadenylation signals, termination sequences, sequences located between the 
transcription start site and the first exon (5 'UTR) and sequences located between the 
last exon and the end of the mRNA (3 'UTR), including regulatory sequences. 

Description 

[0026] The method and devices embodying the method of the present invention 
circumvents the problems associated with generating cDNA fragments from DNA 
clones or long oligonucleotides. The present method enables one to perform large- 
scale amplification of expressed sequences directly from mammalian genomic DNA 
(gDNA) as the starting material. This feature is an advantage, since gDNA is easier to 
obtain than RNA for more genetic sequences. The present method generally abstains 
from using clonal DNA (cDNA) or RNA-derived sequences. Rather, by means of 
simple PCR amplifications without cloning, the method produces amplified sequences 
that have greater specificity and size consistency than that observed with cDNA 
fragments, and allows for greater signal sensitivity than oligonucleotides. 
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[0027] PCR amplification of expressed sequences from gDNA of prokaryotic 
organisms, such as bacteria, and lower-order eukaryotic organisms, such as yeast, has 
been a relatively simple task. This is because, at about 100-1000 times smaller than the 
genome of humans or other mammalian species, the genome of prokaryotes and lower- 
order eukaryotes are relatively simple and do not have repetitive sequences or virtually 
no introns. (Yeast has only three genes that are found to contain small introns.) To do 
PCR amplification directly from gDNA of mammalian or other higher-order eukaryotes 
has been traditionally either nearly impossible or fraught with great difficulties. In 
contrast to single cell organisms, mammalian or higher-order eukaryote genomes are 
much more complex, possessing many intron segments that divide gene sequences into 
multiple exons and many more, longer regulatory sequences. During the natural 
transcription and gene expression process, a precursor RNA containing both exons and 
introns is first transcribed. The introns are removed subsequently through splicing to 
form mRNA, i.e., expressed sequences. The presence of multiple introns often 
complicates the task for researchers to amplify coherent, accurate, expressed gene 
sequences by means of PCR amplification. 

[0028] With PCR, it is possible to amplify a single copy of a specific target sequence 
in gDNA to a level detectable by several different methodologies. For instance, the 
methods may include hybridization with a labeled probe; incorporation of biotinylated 
primers followed by avidin-enzyme conjugated detection; or, incorporation of 32 P 
labeled deoxynucleotide triphosphates into the amplified segment. Although PCR 
amplification of human genomic DNA has been used to identify sequence-tagged sites 
(STS), simple sequence length polymorphism (SSLP), single-stranded sequence 
conformation polymorphism (SSCP), or single nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) when 
the sequence for the region of interest is available, the applications that use these kinds 
sequences do not need large quantities of the PCR products, as would be required in the 
preparation of DNA microarrays. Indeed, even though some have suggested using 
amplified human gDNA with primer pairs to generate STS probes, whereby selected 
primer pairs corresponding to the 3'UTR of gene transcripts are employed, it is 
doubtful that they can generate sufficient amounts of amplified product. This is so 
because of two basic factors. One, primers adapted from STS do not have the 
specificity designed for gDNA amplification, which can not effectively control for the 
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guanine-cytosine (G-C) content or overall quality of the primers. Two, a direct use of 
STS from gDNA for PCR reactions raises the potential for contamination by the gDNA 
in the preparations, which can lead to greater background or mismatched-hybridization 
signal. Furthermore, a detailed methodology is lacking. 

[0029] More importantly, the applications that use the kinds of sequences discussed 
tend to be indiscriminate about which particular sequence or region of gDNA is used; 
that is, these applications do not necessarily select for expressed gDNA sequences, 
which is a particular subpart of coding regions in a gene. Rather, expressed and non- 
expressed sequences alike may be mixed together with no particular specificity. For the 
purposes of the present invention, to amplify expressed sequences from genomic DNA 
is usually difficult without previous knowledge of the intron/exon boundaries for a 
given gene. Mammalian introns often range in size from less than about 100 to over 
10,000 base pairs (bp). The distance between two exons could be too long to be 
amplified by a regular PCR, and one or both primers could cross the boundary of two 
exons. This characteristic makes it very difficult for PCR process to work. 
[0030] Although no systematic study has been conducted on the genomic structure of 
the 3 'untranslated region (3'UTR) for all known genes, numerous studies of the 
genomic structure for various genes indicate that the 3'UTR often exists as a single 
exon. Typically, the 3'UTR is the longest exon and forms part of all expressed 
sequences in gDNA. The 3 'UTR is very specific, containing within it a unique 
sequence for each given gene. This phenomenon makes the 3'UTR a valuable tool to 
differentiate individual genes within a gene family. While not intending to be bound by 
theory, it is believed that one can amplify the 3'UTR from genomic DNA without 
having to rely on any information regarding the intron/exon boundaries. The 3'UTR 
can unlock the potential for high-throughput amplification of DNA sequences directly 
from gDNA, for the purpose of using gDNA in high volumes in the fabrication of high- 
density microarray products according to the present invention. 
[0031] The method of the present invention, having been developed according to the 
principle described above, has the following protocol. First, a gene having a known 
public sequence is derived from a publicly accessible database, such as the UniGene 
database, and analyzed using a pair wise search by means of BLAST. A 3'UTR or an 
exon of that gene is defined or identified by the length between the translational stop 




9 

codon (e.g., TAA, TGA, or TAG) and the last nucleotide before a polyadenylation 
signal (e.g., AATAAA or ATTAAA). For the present method to work more 
effectively, the 3'UTR should have a length of about at least 200 nucleotide bases. 
Second, a segment of sequence within the 3'UTR, ranging from about 75 to about 2000 
nucleotide bases is further selected by BLAST-searching the original gene sequence 
against the entire UniGene database using a gene- or oligo-designer computer software 
program. Selected sequences have preferably about 200 nucleotide bases or less, to 
about 800 nucleotide bases or more. More preferably, the selected sequence has a 
length of about 200 bases to about 500 or 600 bases, more preferably from about 225 or 
250 bases to about 400 or 450 bases. The purpose of this second step is to minimize 
homologous sequence that may be otherwise also selected for in the PCR process. 
Thus, the accuracy and efficiency of downstream PCR amplification is improved. 
Generally the less homologous, or more heterologous, the sequence is to other sections 
of the genome the better to reduce mismatches during hybridization. The homology of 
the segments as used herein is determined on an overall scale comparing the selected 
gene sequence to all other gene sequences of the genome. That is, no clustering occurs 
preferably in any one region, but is rather diffused throughout the sequence. The 
selected gDNA segment has an overall amount of homology of less than or equal to 
about 70% for highly homologous gene families, but is more commonly less than or 
equal to about 40%. Preferably, the overall homology is about 35% to about 20%- 15% 
or less. Use of gene-designer computer software also permits one to pick the PCR 
segments in a high throughput mode, so that one can select segments of sequences for 
PCR in a large-scale and automated fashion. Figure 1 illustrates the process described 
above in schematic form, and Figure 2 further describes the process in a flow chart. 
[0032] Third, a primer design software, like web-based Primer 3 
( http://www.genome.wi.mit.edu/cgi-bin/primer/primer3 www.cgi ), is used to design a 
complement for the selected or predetermined gDNA sequence. The primers in 
reaction, in contrast to STS probes that are spotted on a surface, are designed with 
greater specificity for gDNA amplification according to more stringent parameters in 
terms of sequence length and about 50-60% G+C content. Individual primers are 
verified by BLAST search for correct gene origin and absence of random overlapping 
sequences. Generally, the primer designed for a given segment should not contain a 
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related sequence. Table 2 lists all primer sequences used. Two types of primer pair 
were designed at about 500 bp apart (or within 200-400 bp when the 3 'UTR is less than 
500 bp long) and away from repetitive sequences. Type I contains a T7 promoter at the 
5 'end of the gene specific primer (GSP) in the sense direction and a T3 promoter at the 
5' end of the GSP in the anti-sense direction. In particular, the sequence for T7 
promoter is 5 ' -T AAT AC G ACTC ACT AT AGGG-3 ' and for T3 promoter is 5'- 
ATTAACCCTC ACTAAAGGGA-3 ' (derived from Invitrogen™). Type II primers 
only contain gene specific sequences. All primers were purchased from Sigma- 
Genosys™ as desalted and dried pellets. Each pellet was dissolved in ddH20 to a final 
concentration of 500 \xM. 

[0033] Next, a first round of PCR is preformed under predetermined conditions, which 
will be explained more fully in the Experiments section, below. Two different 
strategies were applied. As shown in Figure 3, the flowchart, Strategy 1 is to employ 
Type I primers (GSP with T7 or T3 promoter at a 5 'end) for the first PCR, then use T7 
and T3 primers for the second PCR (Figure 3, left panel). The other, Strategy 2, is to 
use the same pair of gene specific primers, Type II primers (GSP alone), for both first 
and second round of PCR (Figure 3, right panel). 

[0034] Generally, the PCR product from this first round are then separated according 
to size-differentiation. Various size-differentiation processes, such as electrophoresis 
or chromatography (e.g., High Performance Liquid Chromatography), may be used. 
The size-differentiated sequence sample or band of interest is then gathered up by a 
transfer pipette, without need for purification - this is, without the need to remove each 
sequence-band from its gel bed - and suspended in a small volume (~50 \iL) of water. 
[0035] A second round of PCR is performed on the predetermined sequence sample 
under the same conditions as in the first round of PCR. The PCR product from this 
second round is subjected to column purification or gel electrophoresis to clean up the 
amplified sequences using a commercial purification kit and eluted into a final volume. 
[0036] The final amplified sequence(s) derived according to the method can be printed 
or otherwise deposited as an array of biosites on a treated glass (e.g., borosilicate, 
aluminosilicate, fused silica, treated with a propylsilane or the like), polymer (e.g., 
polystyrene or polypropylene, nylon filter), or metallic (e.g., gold, platinum, chromium, 
or silicon) substrate for DNA micro-assay purposes. These kinds of arrays are the 
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functional heart of DNA microarrays used in genomic studies, drug discovery, and 
other biological assays. The device can be characterized as having a set of gDNA 
fragments having the sequence of one exon having no poly-adenosine nor vector 
sequence, and having a sequence length that range from about at least 75-80 bases to 
about 1800-2000 bases. Preferred fragment lengths are about 200 to about 600 or 800 
nucleotides. Particular uses and means of fabrication of specific arrays are described in 
detail in International Patent Application No. WO 00/77257, entitled "Gene Specific 
Arrays and the Use Thereof," by Narayan Baidya et ah, the complete contents of which 
are incorporated by reference into the present disclosure. 

[0037] The DNA fragments, generated according to the present invention, function 
essentially like cDNA fragments that have been amplified from cDNA clones, but 
provide many advantages with few of the associated drawbacks. The present invention 
solves the procurement problem, since the method is not limited by or dependent on the 
availability of cDNA clones, nor does it depend on bacterial cultures. Hence, with 
gDNA fragments generated according to the present invention, it is possible to cover 
the entire mammalian genome. The method has an overall shorter processing time than 
current methods since it requires neither cloning nor initial purification after the first 
round of PCR. Using the method, one can maintain quality control relatively easily. 
Partially as a result of prior determination and size-differentiation, the final expressed 
gDNA sequences generated and amplified according to the inventive method have 
small size variations between individual amplified strands and no poly-adenosine 
sequences. This feature promotes more functional consistency in the amplified 
sequences. Further, in operation, they do not require vector sequences. 
[0038] The method described here can be used widely to amplify expressed sequences 
from the genomic DNA of humans and other mammalian animals, as well as higher 
order plants. With the recent completion of sequencing of the entire human genome 
and of many other mammalian genomes, the intron/exon boundaries for all genes will 
soon be known. Since there is always one or multiple exons with a size longer than 
about 500 bp, the length of the 3'UTR will no longer be a limiting factor. All 
expressed sequences for virtually all genes can be amplified using this method. Even 
genes with currently hypothetical exons can be identified through use of the present 
invention. The sequence for hypothetical exons can be defined by computer software. 
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Even though predicted by gene prediction software, many genes in these genomes, 
however, may not be clonable - thus, not available as cDNA clones. At present, the 
only way to study unclonable sequences of genes is to use synthetic oligonucleotides. 
The present method amplifies expressed sequences of gDNA of at minimum about 75 
bases - preferably about 200 bp - or longer, providing better performance than 
oligonucleotides, which can not provide sufficient signal due to their limited lengths (< 
100-150 bp). 

[0039] When amplifying expressed sequences from genomic DNA, a major issue is 
how to procure a sufficient amount of PCR fragments to print arrays on surfaces. The 
PCR amplification process is known to reach a plateau concentration of specific 
sequences. The human genome has about 3.2 billion base pairs. The amount of unique 
1000 bp sequence within 10 jig of total genomic DNA is estimated to be about 0.32 pg. 
A single run of a single PCR reaction under a standard condition, i.e., to use 1 jag 
genomic DNA in 50 [iL reaction for 35 cycles, usually yields less than 1 jig of PCR 
product at most. Multiple reactions will consume great amounts of gDNA, which is 
quite expensive. Hence, a second round of PCR is usually necessary to secure a 
sufficiently large quantity. Performing a second round of PCR using the first PCR 
product as templates directly, without purification, however, traditionally results in 
high background, which are seen as a big smear around the specific PCR product, as 
mentioned above. This phenomenon suggests that the presence of irrelevant sequences 
that may cause researchers to misinterpret the data from subsequent array analysis. 
[0040] The present method alleviates these problems - minimizing, if not eliminating 
them - through several advantageous features. It is believed that due partially to size- 
differentiation and one or more second round(s) of PCR, the present invention can 
produce at least about twice - if not three to five times or more - the amount of 
amplified product than that which can be attained through use of other ways of 
generating probes. The strands of amplified sequences generated using the present 
method are relatively size constant. Moreover, because gDNA does not contain 
polyadenosine sequences, nor undergoes polyadenylation, which is a post- 
transcriptional process, there is little likelihood of false hybridization. Since there is no 
poly-A to remove, the method saves time in the process. 
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[0041] The most commonly used protocol, currently available, to generate large 
amounts of gene specific PCR products is to perform a so-called nested PCR. That is, 
perform a first round of PCR with a pair of GSPs, and then a second round of PCR 
using another pair of internal GSPs. According to this procedure, each gene needs four 
GSPs for the PCR. The protocol, thus, creates more work in the design of the primer 
and also doubles the cost. This means that researchers need to design two pairs of 
primers, which is a possible limitation to the process. It is difficult to find a second pair 
of primers within the segment defined by the first primer pair. 
[0042] An approach, practiced in small scale laboratory work, is to perform a first 
round of PCR, cut-out a gel slice containing the products from the first PCR, purify the 
DNA using commercially available kits, and then use it as templates for the second 
round of PCR. This process, however, is time consuming. The inventive method 
eliminates the need for a purification step, which is one of its important improvements 
over the prior art, and enables large-scale production of large amounts of amplified 
sequence in a high-through-put manner for DNA microarrays. Instead of using a laser 
bladder to cut individual DNA bands out of the gel for purifying, the present inventive 
method permits the user to simply pick DNA, together with agarose, out of the gel 
using a transfer pipette and soak the DNA in ddH 2 0 (about 50 pL) without purification. 
The DNA eluted from the agarose is sufficient for about at least 50 second-round 
polymerase chain reactions. Small amount of second PCR products can be saved when 
diluted in a large volume of buffer for a lifetime supply. A follow-up sequence identity 
check can usually confirm a product and remove any concerns about nonspecific PCR 
products or related sequences having similar size of the gene-specific products mixed 
together in the final products. 

[0043] As mentioned before, two strategies are to be applied for amplification of the 
3'UTR. The first strategy employs GSP with T7/T3 promoters for the first PCR, then 
use T7/T3 for the second PCR. An advantage of the first strategy is that it is able to 
simplify the procedures for a second round of PCR and subsequent sequencing 
verification of the final PCR products, because only a single pair of universal primers is 
required. Another advantage is having T7 and T3 promoters at both ends. Researchers 
will be able to generate RNA in either a sense or anti-sense direction, which ever and 
whenever necessary. The second strategy employs the same GSPs for both first and 
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second rounds of PCR. This approach has several advantages. It simplifies primer 
design, cuts the cost, and can avoid cross contamination problems. Additionally, the 
second strategy enables better verification of sequence, which provides a means for 
quality control of second-round PCR products since no PCR product will be generated 
if a mistake was made in mixing templates with primer pairs. No such control, 
however, will be associated with the first strategy because the universal primers can 
amplify any sequences from the first round of PCR. 

Experiments 

[0044] Experimental studies were conducted for 1 17 genes using the present method 
for amplifying expressed sequences from human genomic DNA. First, the relative 
size-distribution of the 3'UTR was ascertained according to the steps described above. 
The sequences for 1 17 putative tox genes were retrieved from the UniGene database 
and their respective 3'UTR were defined to determine how many genes have a 3'UTR 
length sufficient for PCR amplification. As shown in Figure 4, the 3'UTR for 29 genes 
are shorter than 200 bp (-24%), for 27 genes are between 200 to 400 bp (23%), and for 
60 genes are over 400 bp (51%). Although the method can work with sequences of 
considerably less than 200 bp, such as short as 75-100 bp, a practical, minimal length 
required for PCR is about 200 bp. About 74% genes can be potentially amplified. 
Considering the constraints on sequence contents for primer design, 97 genes, each 
having a 3'UTR over 400 bp, were selected for PCR amplifications. 
[0045] Overall, two rounds of PCR were necessary to obtain sufficient DNA for array 
printing. The first round of PCR was carried out in a 10 \iL reaction volume under 
following conditions. Reagents: IX buffer containing 1.5 mM MgCh (PE Biosystems), 
0.2 mM dNTP (GIBCO BRL), 0.4 \xM of each primer, 100 ng human placenta genomic 
DNA, and 0.5 units of Taq polymerase (Roche Molecular Biochemicals). PCR cycles: 
one cycle of 95°C for 1 minute, 25 cycles of 94°C for 30 sec, 60°C for 30 sec, and 
72°C for 45 sec, and one cycle of 72°C for 5 minutes. Gel electrophoresis was used to 
size-differentiate the PCR product on a 1 .5% agarose gel. A transfer pipette picks up 
the DNA band with the expected size as defined by primer design software together 
with the slice of the gel on which the DNA rested, and placed the DNA in 50 \xL water 
to soak. One microliter of the DNA eluted out of the gel slice was used as templates 
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for second round of PCR using either T7/T3 primers or GSPs in 50 ixL reaction (8 
reactions per gene) under the same condition described above. The PCR products (in 
total volume of 600 1 for each gene) were cleaned using QIAquick PCR Purification 
kit (Qiagen), and eluted in a final volume of 100 pL. One microliter of each product 
was loaded on a 1.5% agarose gel for verifying sizes and estimating concentrations. A 
randomly selected set of DNA samples was measured for OD260 to set a standard for 
the adjustment of the DNA concentration for all PCR products. 
[0046] The results from the first round of PCR amplification are shown in Figure 5 A. 
Twelve genes were selected as proof of concept examples from the original 97 genes. 
The PCR products for the 12 genes that were amplified using Type I primers produced 
distinct, unique bands, each with the expected size. PCR, although a good tool, is still 
not sufficiently specific, nor perfect in amplifying correct sequences. The faint smear 
present in each lane of the gel represented nonspecific PCR products. Size- 
differentiation by gel electrophoresis, for instance, removes extraneous strands of a 
wrong sequence length. The wide DNA band observed near the loading well was from 
input genomic DNA. To remove nonspecific PCR products, a gel slice containing the 
DNA band of interest with correct length was removed and transferred to a tube 
containing about 50 p,L of ddHbO. The DNA eluted from the gel slice was then used 
for a second round of PCR. After electrophoresis column purification, 1 jaL of each 
PCR product was again loaded on a gel for electrophoresis. Figure 5B shows the 
results from a second round of PCR using another 24 genes, also selected as examples 
of the original 97 genes, amplified using Type II primers. As seen in Figure 5B, all 
PCR products for the 24 genes gave a distinct single band, without visible background. 
All 12 genes amplified using the Type I primers, shown in Figure 5 A, also gave the 
same results (data not shown). Generally, it was observed that once the first round of 
PCR amplification was done successfully, the second round of PCR would always 
work well, regardless the variations of the yield from gene to gene during the first 
round of PCR. In this particular experiment, over 90 percent of PCR products 
contained the correct sequence. In the field of microarray fabrication, an overall 
correct result of as high as over 90% is generally regarded as an excellent success rate 
for generating printable nucleic acid materials - especially in view of the difficulty of 
amplifying the kinds of genes selected herein. 
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[0047] Table 1 summarizes the results observed for both PCR products and 
sequencing. As recorded in Table 1, upper panel, a total of 97 genes were tried for 
PCR amplification. In the first round, the PCR products for 95 genes (95%) exhibited a 
distinct single band with their respective, expected size, and two genes (-2%) - 
BRAC2 (>900 bp) and CASP2 (>1200 bp) - had a single product longer than the 
cDNA sequence. The PCR products for three genes (-3%) - CASP13, COX1 1 and 
USP6 - had multiple bands from which no specific product could be identified. All 
PCR products were sequenced through the service provided by Seq Wright Inc. 
Samples were prepared following manufacturer's instructions. Briefly, individual PCR 
products were diluted in ddH20 to a final concentration of 50 ng/jiL, and sequencing 
primers to 3.2 jiM. The PCR products with either the correct size or wrong size for 94 
genes were sequenced using a primer from sense direction. The results were 
summarized in the lower panel of Table 1. Briefly, the PCR products for 85 genes 
contain the correct sequences (90%); the sequences for 7 genes were not readable due 
to the presence of mixed sequences; and there were no signal for 2 genes probably due 
to sequencing system error (2%). 



Table 1. Summary of Results Observed for PCR Products and Sequencing 



Gene Numbers (PCR) 


Total 


With expected size 


W ith wrong size 


No specific product 


97 


92 

(95%) 


2 

(2%) 


3 

(3%) 


Gene Numbers (Sequencing) 


Total 


W ith correct 
sequence 


Not readable 


No signal 


94 


85 

(90%) 


7 

(8%) 


2 

(2%) 



The top panel shows the results of the first PCR; the bottom panel shows the results of 
sequencing. The percentile within parenthesis is calculated as follows: the number of 
genes within each category divided by the total number of genes shown in the first 
column. 
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[0048] Although the present invention has been described in detail, persons skilled in 
the art will understand that the invention is not limited to the embodiments specifically 
disclosed, and that various modification and variations can be made without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. Therefore, unless changes otherwise depart 
from the scope of the invention as defined by the following claims, they should be 
construed as included herein. 
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